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n October, I had the great privilege to travel to
Russia at the invitation of Ivan Poushechnikov,
honorary member of IDRS and venerated professor
of oboe at Moscow’s Gnessin Academy of Music.

Although I left the United States with a few
apprehensions about conditions in Russia (particularly
the economic crisis and reports of food shortages), my
fears were immediately put to rest by my host and his
wife, Sofia,  as they greeted me warmly at Sherem’tyevo
Airport.  True, the ruble had fallen in recent weeks from
6 rubles/US$ to 16 rubles/US $, and the economic crisis
was on the minds of most of the people whom I met
during my 10 days in Russia.  However, in spite of these
obvious hardships, the Russian people exuded a
genuine warmth, friendship, and compassion for the
arts.  I enjoyed performing a recital for a most
appreciative audience in the Gnessin Academy, and had
the opportunity to observe Professor Poushechnikov’s
teaching both at the Music School (precollege) and the
Academy. I found it most interesting that in the Russian
system of music education, elementary age students
begin wind study on the recorder (blockflute) and
continue to study that instrument for two to three years
before “declaring” a major wind instrument.  They
develop rather amazing technique and control at an
early age, in part because they practice many hours, and
in part because they are strongly supported by their
parents, who attend their private lessons.  I heard a ten-
year old girl named Masha, who had only played oboe
for one year, and was already performing with great skill
the Bellini Concerto for Oboe.  It is not uncommon for
these students to practice four hours a day. The
students at the academy were quite advanced and many
were preparing for international competitions.
Following my week in Moscow, I spent two days in St.
Petersburg, hosted by Professors Nikolai Neretin, oboe,
and Kirill Sokolov, bassoon, of the St. Petersburg
Conservatory.  I enjoyed a memorable 3-hour double
reed recital/master class in the conservatory founded by
Anton Rubenstein and named for Rimsky-Korsakov.  A
number of oboe and bassoon students of Professors
Neretin, Sokolov, and Valery Sobolev (oboe) performed
in the concert, and again the performance standard was
very high.  The oboe students were very interested in
trying my oboe and reeds, and although the French
conservatory system (Lorée) oboe that I play was very
familiar to them, my reeds were quite foreign; the long-
scraped reeds were much more closed than they were
accustomed to playing.  My hosts were incredibly
gracious during my brief visit to the “Venice of the
North,” and I left Russia with the feeling of having
acquired a new  family of double reed friends who speak
the same musical language. Both in Moscow and St.
Petersburg many double reed players were most

interested in the activities of IDRS, and wondering if
perhaps IDRS could ever hold a conference in Russia.  

In this issue you will find more information about the
IDRS’99 Madison conference, including a housing
application and conference registration form.  In Madison
we are working hard in planning what promises to be a
very exciting conference with a Wisconsin flavor.  I hope
that many of you will be able to attend.  As you know, our
conference in 2000 will be in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
August 10-14.  Andrea Merenzon, IDRS second-vice
president and conference host, has been busily working
for more than a year to prepare for this important event,
the first venture of IDRS to Latin America.  Ed Lacy has
been working with American Airlines to assemble a pre-
conference tour of Latin America for those attending the
conference from North America. More information will be
forthcoming in future issues.  Lastly,  the IDRS executive
committee has accepted a proposal from Terry Ewell,
professor of bassoon and chair of the music division at
West Virginia University, Morgantown,  to host the 2001
conference.  Conference dates for 2001 are August 7-11.

IDRS WWW Secure Server
IDRS WWW <http://www.idrs.org > now has the ability

to accept payment and process membership renewals
and applications over the Internet. The IDRS WWW online
payment feature is protected by the VeriSign Secure
Server ID system that provides sophisticated encryption
(strongest available) between client browser and the IDRS
WWW server. VeriSign, Inc., (NASDAQ: VRSN) is
headquartered in Mountain View, CA and is the leading
provider of Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) and digital
certificate solutions used by enterprises, Web sites, and
consumers to conduct secure communications and
transactions over the Internet and private networks. By
using the VeriSign Secure Server ID system, IDRS mem-
bers' personal information as well as their credit card
numbers, which have been sent via the Internet, are
guaranteed by VeriSign to be secure. Furthermore, the
IDRS WWW secure server is protected by VeriSign's "Net-
Sure Protection Plan," which provides up to $100,000 of
protection against economic loss due to theft, imper-
sonation, corruption, or loss of use of an ID (encryption ID
assigned to IDRS WWW). Internet browsers such as
Netscape, Internet Explorer and America OnLine, are
already SSL (secure socket layer) enabled. In most
browsers, a "padlock" or "key" icon will appear at the
bottom corner of your page whenever the encryption
feature (SSL) is engaged. Also, all secure servers will have
an address prefix of "https."  If you have access to the
Internet, take advantage of the new IDRS WWW Secure
Server to renew your membership. Also, tell your
colleagues and especially students about the easy online
membership application process offered by IDRS!  ❖
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