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Annual Double Reed Day / CSU-Fresno 1999

Guest Artists and Clinicians:
Nancy Ambrose King, Oboe ~ Per Hannevold, Bassoon

By Patty Paulsen
Montery, CA

he last weekend in February brings to

Fresno, California the start of the famous

Trail of Blossoms. It also draws dozens

of oboists and bassoonists from
hundreds of miles to an exciting event held at
Department of Music, California State University
at Fresno: The Annual Double Reed Day.

When the invitation arrived, | had visions of
being the only middle aged oboist among
hundreds of high school students, but the
temptation to improve my playing prompted me
to register. What a delight to find every age
(middle school to senior citizen) well
represented as well as every playing ability
(beginners to professionals) enthusiastically
ready to play and learn something new.

Over 100 double reed woodwind musicians
attended classes, workshops and recitals
conducted by Nancy Ambrose King (award
winning soloist, recording artist, and associate
professor of oboe at the University of lllinois,
Urbana-Champaign, Illinois) and Per Hannevold
(principal bassoonist of the Bergen Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, and faculty member of the
Aspen Music School, Grieg Academy and the
University of Bergen, Norway). Some of the
topics covered were double tonguing, circular
breathing, reed making, and a workshop on
oboe maintenance with Mark Chudnow, as well
as the basics of posture, voicing notes,
resonance chamber v. diaphragm breathing, and
reed placement (it was surprising to learn a
number of new theories so different from those
of my beginner days 40 years ago).

The participants of the oboe master class
were a talented, well prepared selection of
musicians from a number of universities and
schools. It was a delight to listen to their

performances and learn even more about the
various ways to interpret their classical
selections. The evening recital featured works
for oboe by Telemann, Tomasi, and C. Saint-
Sa‘ns and were performed beautifully by Nancy
Ambrose King. Talented Per Hannevold played
bassoon compositions by Carl Maria von Weber
and a delightful new composition by Oivind
Westby (Portrait of a Family). When quizzed
about whether a recording might be available,
he revealed that it had not been recorded and
this was only the fifth time it had been
performed! The finale performed by all
woodwind participants were selections from
Handel® The Music for the Royal Fireworks,
conducted by Mr. Hannevold.

The exhibits were presented by Mark
Chudnow Woodwinds, Forrests Music, Winc
Research, and Millers Music and it was
interesting to see the variety of instruments,
music, reed making tools and materials as well
as the accessories double reed musicians enjoy.

The event was hosted by Fresno State
University faculty Dr. Jose A. Diaz, professor of
music and Larry Gardner, lecturer in bassoon.
This wonderful event opened my eyes to the
depth and breadth of double reed players
throughout the west. Sometimes we think we(e
the only ones in the area. (And often we arel) It
was inspiring to discover so many talented
musicians, young and old, in an ideal setting.
Being exposed to new ideas and listening to
wonderful music elevated all of us as musicians.
Everyone® enthusiasm, love of music, and joy in
their instruments made this special day one to
remember. Next year® Annual Double Reed Day
is scheduled for the last weekend of February.
See you there! ¢



